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CLASSIFIED BY AMBASSADOR DONNA HRINAX. REASONS l.S !B fc D) 
REP . A) CARACAS 1728 ; RBP.B) CARACAS 3730. 



LEADERSHIP PURGE IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 



3. (U) This week the radical 'Taliban 1 * faction or 
President Chaves's Fifth Republic Movement (MVR) deposed 
Ernesto Alvarenga as head of their National Assembly 
faction and Alejandro Armas aa President of both the 
Finance Commission and the Special Commission on 
Understanding (a.k.a., the "Dialogue" commission 
responsible for reviewing the Enabling Law package.) In 
place of Alvarenga, a three-person committee will run the 
MVR faction's affairs until a formal leader is appointed on 
January 7. The press reports that the MVR is considering 
disciplining both Alvarenga and Armas, which nay lead to 
their explusion from the party. 

3- tU) Armas complained publicly that 1) these moves are 
contrary to the MVR' a bylaws and that 2) his appointment as 
president of the commission was made by the National 
Assembly, not the party. He states he will continue 
presiding over the c cranium ion. Alvarenga has not commented 
about thia change of fate. 
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CC! 



AHEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMBHBASSY QKOROBTOIQt 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMBHBASSY LA PAZ 
AMBHBASSY QUITO 
(JSINT HAVANA 

Distribution: 

TED7238 . 
ACTION INR-00 

INTO LOO-00 NP-QQ ACQ- 00 0008-00 DOTB-00 WHA-OOjl DS-00 

KB- 00 FAAB-00 VC-00 TEDB-00 VCB-CO AC- 01 , NSAB-00 
CABX-01 ACK-00 D8CC-00 DRL-02 NFAT-00 SAS-Ofl /004H 
--S13P6D 282017Z /3B 

R 2819232 DSC 01 
PH AMBHBASSY CARACAS 
TO SSC8TATB NASHDC 4403 
INFO CIA NASHDC 
PIA NASHDC 
NSC NASHDC 
VSCINCSO MIAMI FL 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMBHBASSY BRASILIA ■' 
AMBHBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AHZMBASSY LIMA 
AMBMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
USIHT HAVANA 
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INR FOR C02ART 

NSC FOR AMBASSADOR MAISTO 

USCIHCSO FOR POLAD 

B.O. 12958: PBCL! 12/27/12 
TAGS i PREL, POOV, VE 

SOBJ: MVR EXCOMMUNICATES ITS HERETICS 
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